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XXXVII.—Leiters, Extracts, Notices, ye. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 

Editors of ‘ The Ibis : ’— 
Brunswick, 
April 23, 1888. 

Sirs,—In the April number of ‘ The Ibis, which I received 
from London vesterday, I find an essay by Mr. R. B. Sharpe 
(containing descriptions and excellent illustrations of several 
new species), “on a Collection of Birds from the Island of 
Paléwan.” This has heen printed simultancously with a list 
of my own of the birds of Palawan, which is appearing just 
now in Vicana, in Part ii. of the ‘Ornis’ for 1888. My work 
is based chiefly upon a large collection of birds made by Dr. 
and Mrs. Platen last ycar at Puerto Princesa in Palawan, in 
which there are examples of several specics new to science. 

At the mecting of the ‘Verein für Naturwissenschaft ’ 
in Brunswick, held on February 2, 1888, I deseribed and 
named two of these new species, namely, Prionochilus plateni 
(= Pr. johanne, Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 201, pl. iv. fig. 1) and 
Prioniturus platene h= Pr. cyanciceps, Sharpe, ibid. p. 194) ; 

nd at the meeting of the same te held on February 16, 
HHB, I also described Syrreium wlepkent (= 8. whiteheadi, 
Sharpe, ibid. p. 196, pl. iii., Siphia platene | =Sipiia ert- 
thaews, Sharpe, ibid. p- 109, pl. iv. fig. 2), and Hyloterpe 
platens (= ff, whiteheadi, Sherpe, ibid. p. 198). 

Siphia Sag of Palawan, which I also then described, 
seems to have been either net obtained by Whitehead, or at 
all events ait named by re: 
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gisthe :Angciger,’ no. 87, 
Fepruary 12, 1888, p. 385, and no. 52, March 1, 1888, 
p. 467. 

There can be no doubt, therefore, that my names and 
descriptions of the above-mentioned five new species have 
priority, aud that, im the place of Sharpe’s names, minc 
should in future be employed for them. 
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Perhaps it will be of some interest to you if I take this 
opportunity of giving a list which shows the results of the 
collections made by Whitehead and Platen, and of the 
essays on them of Sharpe and myself respectively. Sharpe 
introduces the following species as collected or observed by 
Whitehead, which have not been obtained cither recently by 
Platen, or formerly by other collectors :-— 

1. Circus spilonotus (?); 2. Pundion haliaétus (these two 
species were only observed, not obtained); 3. Baza leu- 
copias, sp. n.; +. Halcyon coromanda; 5. Collocalia fuci- 
phaga (T have in my list mentioned this species in Dr. Platen’s 
collection as “ Cypselus lowi, wrongly as I now sec, as the 
last-named species is not yet proved to belong to Paláwan) ; 
6. Batrackostomus cornutus; 7. Caprimulgus macrurus; 8. 
Cuculus sonneratii; 9. Pericrocotus cinereus (Sharpe men- 
tions, evidently erroneously, Lemprière also as an authority 
for this species) ; 10. Cryptolopha montis; 11. Pitta erythro- 
gastra; 12. Tole striaticeps, sp.n.; 13. Cisticola cisticola ; 
l4. Munia atricapilla; 15. Turtur tiyrina ; 16. Esacus mag- 
nirostris ; 17. Glareola orientalis; 18. Numenius lineatus ; 
19. Terekia cinerea; 20. Gallinago australis (is this Rhynchea 

australis?) ; 21. Catino Jasciaia (is this name a printer’s 
error for Rallina fasciata’); 22. Herodias intermedia; 23. 
Sterna sinensis ; 24. Hydrochelidon hybrida ; and 25. Praxjate 
minor. These 25 species will go to augment my list. 

On the cther hand, from the Platen collection, I can sup- 
plement Sharpe’s list with the following species :— 

l. Hypotriorchis severus (THorst.); 2. Spizaetus philippensis 
(Gurney); 3. Spilornis bacha (Daud.) (Sharpe could only tell 
from a wing that a species diferent from S. paliidus and 
S. holospilus occurs in Palawan) ; +. Ninow scutulata (Rafil.) ; 
5. Cuculus canoroides, S. Miill.; 6. Hierococcya strenuus, 
Gould; 7. Budynamis mindanensis (Linn.); 8. Pelargopsis 
gouldi, Sharpe; 9. Caprimu/gus manillensis, G. R. Gray ; 10. 
Siphia ramsayi, W. Blas. (a species with which Sharpe’s 
description of Siplia = ieri does not agree) ; 11. Hemiche- 
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Sharpe; 15. Pitta propinqua (Sharpe); 16. Acrocephalus 
orientalis (Temm. & Schleg.) ; 17. Sturnia violacea (Bodd.) ; 
18. Leucotreron leclancheri (Bp.); 19. Myristicivora bicolor 
(Scop.) (a species which, by-the-by, Sharpe himself in 
1877 mentioned as observed by Steere in Paldwan); 20. 
Turtur dussumieri (Temm.); 21. Calenas nicobarica (Linn.) ; 
22. Gallus bankiva (Temm.) ; 23. Turnie haynaldi, nov. sp. ; 
24. Rallina fasciata (Tafll.) ; 25. Amaurornis phenicura 
(Penn.); 26. Charadrius fulvus, Gmel. ; 27. déyialitis vereda 
(Gould) ; 28. Limicola platyrhyncha (Temm.) ; 29. Tringa 
albescens, Temm.; 380. Bubulcus coromandus (Bodd.) (a 
species noticed in 1878 by both Sharpe and Tweeddale, but 
now omitted by Sharpe without any reason assigned) ; 
3l. Sterna melunauchen, Temm.; and 382. Anous stolidus 
(Linn.). 

All the remaining species seem to appear both in Sharpe’s 
and my list, although in some instances under different 
names, the differences arising in some cases from simple 
difference of nomenclature, in others from divergence of our 
opinions concerning the limits of genera and species and 
similar causes. 

For instance, I consider the following as synonyms :— 


(My nomenclature.) (Sharpe’s nomenclature.) 
Syrnium wiepkeni, W. Blas. = S. whiteheadi. 
Scops everetti, Tweedd. = S. fuliginosa, sp. nov. 
Prioniturus platene, W. Bias. = P. cyaneiceps, sp. nov. 
Centrococcyx javanensis (Dumont) = C. ajjinis. 
Hirundo gutturalis = H. rustica. 
Siphia platene = S. erithacus. 
Hypothymis occipitalis = H. azurea: 
Muscicapa griseosticta = M. manillensis. 
Hyloterpe plateni, W. Blas. = Prionochilus johanne, 
Sp. nov. 
Budytes viridis = Motacilla flava. 
Broderipus acrorhynchus (Vigors), 
var. paluwancnsis, Tweedd. = Oriolus palawanensis. 


Carpophaga enea (Linn.), nov. var. 
palawanensis, W. Blas. C. enea. 
Surnix fasciata (Temm.) = T. nigrescens. 
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Amongst these I have not included some of the more 
familiar synonyms. 

Although, from what I have said, there can clearly be no 
question as to the priority of my names, I by no means 
declare them to be in all cases correct. In several instances 
the nomenelature requires more consideration: for instance, 
whether the Scops of Palawan should be called S. fuliginosa 
or S. everetti (as I have termed it) I will not venture to 
decide. 

Again, the exact equivalences of Sharpe’s Pelayopsis leuco- 
cephala to my P. gouldi, of Sharpes Caprimulgus macrurus 
to my C. manillensis, of Sharpes Siphia lemprieri to my 
S. ramsayi, of Sharpes Pitta erythrogastra to my P. pro- 
pingua (which stand as representing cach other in our lists), 
need still further examination. 

Yours, &e., 
Win. Buastus. 


Buaapest, 
May 1, 1888. 

Sirs,—The Iungarian National Muscum has just rc- 
ceived an example of Syrrhaptes paradovus, Pall., $ ad., 
which was shot in Transylvania on the 27th of April. It 
is not unlikely that this interesting wanderer will also visit 
other countries in the present year. 

In the spring of 1863 these rare guests made their ap- 
pearance here in great numbers, and our Muscum got at 
that time three males and one female. 

I think it therefore opportune to call the attention of 
ornithologists, through the medium of ‘The Ibis; to this 
occurrence. 

Yours &c., 
Dr. Jurus v. MaparAsz. 


Christiania, 
May 16, 1888. 
Sirs,—I have just received a pair of Syrrhaptes pura- 
dogus killed out of a flock of about thirty ou the strand at 
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Listorland, in the south of Norway, not far from the Naze, 
on May 12th. Five specimens were shot. In my specimens 
the testes and ovary were well developed, the eggs being 
of about the size of those of a Regulus. 
Yours &c., 
R. CoLLETT. 


Topelyffe Grange, 
Farnborough, R. S. O., Kent, 
May 23, 1888. 

Sirs, —I have just been spending a few days in Jersey, 
where the birdstufier at St. Heliers (Mr. Thomas Caplin) 
showed me a fine pair (male and female) of Syrrhaptes 
paradoxus, which were shot on the island on Tuesday, the 
15th inst., by Mr. Romeril, and sent in to him for preser- 
vation the same day. These two specimens were, he informed 
me, shot out of a flock of about cighteen individuals, and 
were, so far as he could asecrtain, the only two obtained on 
the island. 

Yours &c., 
H. E. Dresser. 


Costock Rectory, Loughborough, 
May 26, 1888. 
Sirs,—A beautiful specimen of Pallas’s Sand Grouse was 
found by my son near lere én May Jih. It had been 
kiled by striking against the telegraph wires, and the head 
nearly severed [rom the body, but was otherwise in good 
condition, It secms to be a male in full plumage, and 
weighed 8 oz. 
Yours &c., 
C. S. Miuzarp. 


22 Corporation Street, Belfast, 
May 81st, 1888. 
Sia — You and the readers of ‘The This? will be interested 
to learn that the præœent visit of Palash Saud Grouse to 


bagland haw, asia 9565, catendul to [rulant ; an example 
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of this bird, which had been shot a day or two previously 
near Ifillough, Co. Down, haying been brought to me yes- 
terday. 

I have not yet heard whether the bird was alone or in 
company with others, but am inquiring. It was an adult 
male bird, 16 inches long, and tle two centre tail-feathers 
almost + inches longer than the others. If I hear of others 
turning up I shall lct you know. 

Yours &c., 
R. Luoyp PATTERSON. 


Nynehead, Wellington, Somerset, 
June 5th, 1888. 

Sirs, — It may be of interest to you to know the extent of 
the invasion of the Saud Grouse. On Sunday afternoon F 
was with our Vicar and a friend in his garden, when five of 
these birds passed us at a distance of & or 10 yards—quite 
close enough for us all to observe the pointed wings and tail 
and the peculiar colour. The Golden-Plover-like flight first 
attracted our attention; they were passing from S.E. to 
NW. at about 20 fect from the ground. These are the 
furthest west that I have heard of. One was killed at Street, 
about twenty miles to the cast of this, a few days ago. 

The spot I saw them in is about a mile and a half N.N.E. 
of Wellington Church: the ground about is tolerably frec 
from trees, and the cnclosures vary from 80 to 150 acres 
each. 

Yours &c., 
W. A. SANFORD. 


Heerengracht 534, Amsterdam, 
June dth, 1888. 

Sirs, —In ‘ Nature’ I find a note from Mr. Alfred Newton 
on the occurrence of Syrrkapties paradogus m England. In 
lolland also these birds occur at the present moment at 
different places and in considerable numbers, so that we have 
received several specimens here in the Zoological Gardens. 
The gizzard of one that wa. opened in my prescuce coutaincd 
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barley and different small seeds. If I hear of their breeding 
anywhere I will let you know. 


Yours &e., 
E. E. BLAAUW. 


Notes on the Breeding of tke Hoatzin.—The following ex- 
tracts from a letter addressed to Sclater by Mr. Quelch, of 
the British-Guiana Museum, Demerara, dated March 31st, 
1888, will be read with interest :— 

“I have just been up to the Berbice River and the Canjé 
Creck after the Hoatzin. From information given to me I 
had ascertained that the birds were laying, but that they had 
only just begun. When I went up mysclf and examined the 
district, I found a considerable number of nests in process of 
being built, a number of nests with one, others with two, 
and a few with three eggs. Two eggs seem to be the usual 
complement; in fact, I was told they never laid more than two 
eggs at one nesting, but in a few nests there were certainly 
three eggs. In not a single nest did I find any young ones, 
nor did I see any birds about which, from their smaller size, 
appeared to have been lately hatched. I brought down with 
me a considerable number of eggs, some quite fresh, and 
others, so far as I can judge from the appearance of the 
cggs, in different stages of incubation; aud in this respect 
the conduct of the birds when driven off the nest seemed 
to me conclusive. The incubated eggs (sixteen) I have put 
into spirit, forty over proof, and will change soon into fresh 
spirit. The fresh eggs I am trying to get a hen to hatch 
out, but I do not know yet whether I shall suecced. 

“I am going to wait for another three weeks or so, and 
then I shall go up and take my zine pans for the big birds 
and what chickens and incubated eggs I can find. I am 
afraid the birds will have to be shot. There is no way of 
catching them otherwise. They are fairly plentiful along 
the Canjé Creek and the Berbice River; but there is gene- 
rally great difficulty in getting close to them, and always so 
in regard to the nests. These they make among a very 
prickly, spreading, decumbent sort of shrub or small tree, 
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which grows in the swamps along the water-side in a thick 
dense mass, and into which it is most tedious and difficult 
to penetrate. The nests overhang the water, so that from 
the land it is out of the question to get at them. From the 
water, again, it is a most tedious process. One has to wade, 
often up to the thighs, through thick mud, at low tide, and 
to cut a way into the prickly growth; and then, by pulling 
down the branch bearing the nest (for it is out of the question 
to climb), there is a chance of getting the eggs. Often, 
however, in the process the eggs jerk out; for the nest is 
perfectly shallow and open, consisting only of a few sticks 
loosely drawn together. At high tide it is even more tedious, 
for the boat has to go where a man otherwise might have 
gone at low tide, and this necessitates cutting a large channel. 

“ However, lam going to try my best to send you a satis- 
factory collection.” 


The new Irruption of Syrrhaptes paradoxus.—The great 
ornithological event of the present summer is the new irrup- 
tion of Syrrhaptes paradoxus into Western Europe, which 
seems likely to attain the development of that of 1863. We 
have given above seven letters received on the subject; and 
others have been published by Dr. Meyer m ‘Nature’ 
(May 17th and 24th), ‘The Times’ (May 28rd), and else- 
where. In this country specimens have been obtained in Notts, 
Hertfordshire, and many other localities. Prof. Newton, the 
historian of the irruption of 1863 (cf. Ibis, 186-4, pp. 186- 
222), has kindly undertaken to prepare an account of the 
present visitation, and will be glad to reccive information on 
the subject, especially cuttings from local newspapers, with 
date and source specified. 


News of Dird-collectors in Foreign Parts.—My. W. R. 
~ M.B.O.U., writes to us that he is now nearly 
settled in his new post at the Raffles Museum, Singapore, 
and is getting things into order. He hopes shortly to be 
able to make a trip into the native State of Pahang, in the 
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Malay Peninsula, where the mountains are said to reach 
from 10,000 to 12,000 fect in altitude, and fine novelties 
may be expected to occur. 

Mr. John Whitehead, who has been in Paléwan, and sent 
home the fine collection deseribed by Mr. Sharpe in our last 
number, will make another expedition up Kinabalu before his 
return home, and will doubtless obtain further novelties in 
this most interesting locality. 

Mr. Godman, whose absence in Mexico was spoken of in 
our last number, is expected home in the middle of June, 
aud has, we hear, made considerable collections in many 
departments of zoology. 

Canon Tristram has been spending the spring months in 
the Canary Islands, and collecting birds with his habitual 
energy. We have no doubt that, on his return, our cxecllent 
coadjutor will let us have the benefit of his experiences for 
this Journal. 

Under the instructions of a joint Committee of the Royal 
Socicty and British Association, of which Prof. Flower is 
the Chairman, an attempt is being made to obtain a better 
knowledge of the Fauna and Flora of the Lesser Antilles. 
Mr. George A. Ramage, the naturalist employed by the 
Committee, has commenced his labours in Dominica, where 
he receives the efficient support of Dr. Nicholls, and will 
pass on subsequently to the more northern islands of the 
Leeward group. 

Mr. C. M. Woodford, who so efficiently explored the orni- 
thology of the Solomon Islands (see P. Z.S. 1888, pt. 11), 
has departed on a new expedition to some of the less-known 
adjoining groups of the South Pacific, such as the Louisiades 
and Santa-Cruz group, where this excellent collector will, no 
doubt, make many discoveries. 

From Petermann’s ‘ Mittheilungen’ we learn that General 
Prjevalsky will start in August next on his fourth journey into 
Central Asia. He will be equipped for two years’ travel, 
the ultimate destination of his expedition being Lhassa, the 
capital of Tibet. The General will be accompanied by an 
escort of 28 persons, including 12 Cossacks and two scien- 
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tific companions, Licutcnant Robrowsky and Sub-Licutcnant 
Koslow. 


Obituary.— Mr. I. Pryer and M. M. N. Bogdanow. 


From the ‘Times’ of April 23rd we learn of the death, 
in Japan, on the 17th of Icbruary, of Mr. ILvery Pryer, 
C.M.Z.S., the Yokohama naturalist, at the carly age of 37. 
When Mr. Prycr went to Japan in 1870 he was already 
known as an active Fellow of the Entomological Socicty of 
London. In the intervals of a busy mercantile carcer he 
interested himself in Japancse natural history, and soon 
beeame a recognized authority on the subject. In conjunc- 
tion with Captain T. Blakiston, he wrote the very useful list 
of the Birds of Japan, published in the 10th volume of the 
‘Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan’ in 1882. To 
the 11th volume of the same journal he contributed an article 
upon the Butterflics of Japan, and in 1886 published the first 
number of an illustrated work on the same subject, entitled 
‘ Rhopalocera Nihonica.’ Mr. Pryer was not only an assi- 
duous collector, but a kecn observer and a practical investi- 
gator, aud his researches on the parasites of the silkworm 
have been of material advantage to the silk-culture of Japan. 
Iis house and garden were filled with valuable specimens 
of animals, living and dead, and the loss sustained by the 
European community through his death is shared by the 
Japanese, who recognize the valuable services he rendered 
to them in connexion with the establishment and maintenance 
of the museum at Tokio. 


Mopzst N. Boepanow, for some years head of the Orni- 
thological Department of the Imperial Academy of Science 
in St. Petersburg, died on the 16th of March. Te succeeded 
Valerian von Russow (whose death from smallpox was 
recorded in ‘The Ibis’ in 1879) in the charge of the valuable 
collection of birds in the Imperial Muscum, but was com- 
pelled by failing health to relinquish his post a year or 
two ago in favour of Theodor Pleske, whose works on the 
‘Ornithologie der St. Petersburger Gouvernements’ and the 
‘Siugcethicre und Vogel der Kola-halbinsel’ are familiar to 


